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BY HAND DELIVERY

Mr. Joseph Abele
New Castle County
87 Reads Way
Newcastle, DE 19720

Dear Joe:

DB02:9081601.1

Re: Board of Adjustment Special Use Application for Delmarva Broadcasting
Company; 2727 Shipley Road; Tax Parcel No. 06-042.00-017

Pursuant to the above-referenced property, enclosed please find the following:

1. A Board of Adjustment application;

2. A site plan;

3. A document on Delmarva Broadcasting Company stationary titled
"Proposed New Tower for WSTW" which addresses the need for the
tower per §40.03.326(C);

4. A document showing two Federal Communication Commission maps, and
a DeLorme location map, both submitted to demonstrate that there are no
known commercial communication towers within one mile of the

proposed tower.

5. A schematic from Sabre Towers and Poles showing the design of the
proposed tower;

065670.1004























 
 
 
 

 
PROPOSED NEW TOWER FOR WSTW 

November 2009 
 
Delmarva Broadcasting Company is proposing to build a new tower on its property 
off Shipley Road in North Wilmington.  A new tower is needed to help WSTW better 
compete in Delaware with out-of-state radio stations, to provide greatly improved 
digital “HD” radio services for Delaware and to co-locate two wireless 
communication companies looking to provide coverage to business and residential 
customers in Brandywine Hundred.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In 1948 Delmarva acquired over 35 acres of land on 
Shipley Road to locate an 800 foot television tower and 
studio building for WDEL-TV.  Between 1950 and 1951 four additional towers were 
built on the site as antennas for WDEL AM and WDEL FM.   
 
In 1959 the WDEL TV tower was taken down.  In 1960 WDEL AM & FM moved their 
studio location from the Odd Fellows building in downtown Wilmington to Shipley 
Road where they remain today.  
 
WDEL 1150 AM is now Delaware’s largest broadcast news operation.  With a full 
staff of broadcast journalists and local talk hosts, WDEL covers more events and 
produces more live and local content about New Castle County and Delaware than 
any other station in the state.  
 
In 2008 sister station WSTW 93.7 FM celebrated 30 years 
in the same format and 30 years as Delaware’s most 
listened to radio station.  Like WDEL, all of WSTW’s programming is live and local.   
 
Both radio stations have won numerous local, regional and national awards for 
programming excellence and outstanding community service.  Under the same 
continuous family ownership since 1933, Delmarva is proud and grateful to be in 
Delaware and has always worked to be a good neighbor to Brandywine Hundred 
and beyond.   
 



COMMUNITY SUPPORT 
 
Delmarva Broadcasting has a long history of being a good neighbor to the 
neighborhoods that surround its property.   
 

 We agreed in the 1960’s and again earlier this decade to provide a path through 
our property for children to get to school more easily. 

 Our land is unfenced with open access for people who regularly come to our 
property to exercise, walk their pets, pitch golf balls or just play.   

 Many of our bordering neighbors have “extended” their backyards on to our 
property with some even planting gardens on our land. 

 We have granted several requests for private parties and community groups like 
the 1st State Amateur Radio Club to use our land for gatherings. 

 Delmarva agreed to the major flood control project designed and installed by the 
New Castle County Conservation District and the Federal Environmental 
Protection Agency that protects the properties of residents along the Shellpot 
Creek.  Over 1,100 truckloads of soil were removed from our property to 
complete this design. 

 
  
CURRENT TOWER LIMITATIONS 
 
Delmarva’s current broadcast facility and co-located towers were designed and built 
in the early 1950’s.  While they have served us well, the very nature of AM radio 
broadcasting makes placing any additional antennas for wireless communication or 
HD broadcasting on these towers very complex, technologically challenging and 
exorbitantly expensive.  
 
For FM analogue and FM digital broadcasting, tower height is directly related to the 
station’s coverage area.  Our two taller towers are 346 feet and height and only one 
is structurally able to support an FM antenna above 275 feet.  When WSTW’s main 
antenna was destroyed by lighting this fall it forced us to move to a temporary 
backup antenna at 200 feet on one of our smaller towers.  This has reduced the 
station’s reach for months as we wait for a new antenna to be built and installed. 
 
Having WSTW broadcast from its own, taller tower that is not also part of the WDEL 
antenna array would improve the station’s coverage area, especially into Kent 
County.  It would also allow for routine maintenance and repair work to be done on 
the WSTW antenna without powering down or turning off WDEL as is now the case.   
 
 



 
 
A NEW TOWER  
 
Construction of a new 498 foot tower on Delmarva’s land would provide several key 
benefits to the residents of northern Delaware and to Delmarva Broadcasting. 
 

 Increased height would provide better reception of 93.7 FM & HD signals to 
Delaware residents. 

 Separating WSTW’s antenna from the WDEL towers would give greater flexibility 
in repair and service work allowing both stations to remain on the air at all times. 

 Brandywine Hundred neighborhoods and businesses would see improved signal 
strength and service quality from T-Mobile and Clearwire communications for 
cellular and other wireless services.  

 Delmarva would receive rental income from tower leases to offset the tower’s 
construction and fund existing operations. 

 The new tower would have room for additional tenants thereby reducing the need 
to build additional monopole structures in the area. 

 By reaching and delivering a larger audience, WSTW would be in a better 
position to compete with national radio companies seeking to take local 
advertising dollars without a commitment to serving Delaware.  

 A modern, efficient installation will provide more resources to Delmarva 
Broadcasting Company, which, in turn, will enable it to consistently improve its 
property and the value of those around it. 

  
Delmarva Broadcasting is seeking the support of the civic associations of Brandywine 
Hundred to build this new tower.  
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